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A Dream and a Family’s Sacrifice
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A Dream and a Family’s Sacrifice

This is a story of a little girl who dreams, and her family’s
sacrifice-.

In a small city in Indonesia, there was a seven-year-old little
girl who lived with both of her parents, an older brother,
and a younger sister. This little girl loved to read books; not
because of the pictures or the interesting stories, instead,
she loved reading books because of the new knowledge
those books offer. Knowing the interest of her daughter,
the little girl's mother would bring her to a bookstore every
Sunday when she was not working. They went there not to
buy a book, but only to read books that were available to
read for free. They stayed for a few hours in the bookstore
and went home without being able to finish the book. Still,
it was already enough to make the little girl so happy.

There was this one time, the little found her mother’s book
about catfish culturing technique. Since her parents could
not buy her any new book, the little girl just decided to read
that book and brought it to school to read during the break
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time. One of the teachers spotted the little girl reading the
book, and she found it strange for a kid to read such book.
She decided to tell the little girl's mother that this kind of
reading is not suitable for a seven-year-old kid. The little
girl's mother, who was working almost every day until night,
of course, did not even realized that her daughter brought
that kind of book to school. Her mother, while chuckling,
told the little girl about the teacher’s concern, and since
then, she would try at least to buy the little girl a book every
once a month, whenever she got her paycheck. The little
girl was so thrilled of getting new books, not knowing that
perhaps it was the sacrifice of her mother, seeing how low
her salary was.

The little girl loved to read books related to the knowledge
of the world, such as What Einstein Didn't Know: Scientific
Answers to Everyday Questions and 365 Questions and
Answers - Earth & Universe which were about the most
frequently asked questions in everyday life. From the later
book, she found out that some places around the world have
four seasons, with the beautiful white snow in winter. She
cannot hold her curiosity so she asked her father.

“Dad, why don’t we have snow here? I want to go to the other

country and see it.”



Her father, knowing that it might be difficult to send her
traveling abroad to see snow, answered,

“If you want to see it, you need to get a scholarship to
study abroad.”

“And how can I get a scholarship abroad, Dad?” her daughter
asked him again.

“You should be smart and be able to speak English well!”

Since then, the little girl had determined that she would

study hard and get a scholarship abroad.

The Present

More than a decade has passed since the little girl
throw that question to my dad. She has finally become a
twenty-three-year-old me who finally stepped herself to
study abroad in South Korea with the help of the Korean
Government Scholarship Program (KGSP). It was a sweet
memory to remember the whole years I devoted to study
hard and prepare to get a scholarship abroad, and also the
whole six months I spent to register for KGSP scholarship
and passed all of the steps, including administration
stage, interview test, university selection, and the health
examination. It was not as simple as being able to speak in

English as what my father told me. Sometimes I chuckled
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when I remember how naive I was.

After becoming a KGSP Awardee, I made a website to share
my experience of getting this scholarship. Through those
articles I wrote on my website, I wish I could help those
who are also dreaming of studying abroad. Many people
commented on my website about what they need to prepare,
and how long it takes to get the scholarship.

“Indeed, the preparation of the documents-including
motivation letter, recommendation letter, and the other
documents-takes no longer than 3 months to prepare. But
actually, I began to prepare myself since a long time ago, as
almost every scholarship abroad requires you to have good
grades and also the ability to communicate in English. That's
why it is better to start preparing from now. But the most
important thing that you need to prepare is your desire to
get the scholarship itself, as that desire would be the fuel for
you to keep on trying even when you are faced with difficult
obstacles or get rejected many times. Just believe that when
you want something, all the universe conspires in helping
you to achieve it.” I answered, quoting from one of my
favorite book, The Alchemist by Paulo Coelho.

Now, as I have been living in South Korea for more

than two years, [ finally realized that my desire to get the



scholarship was not the only element that made me able
to obtain this scholarship. My parents, my brother, and my
sister, has been the biggest support for me by sacrificing

themselves.

The Sacrifice

The little girl was a high school student. She had so many
assignments to do which required her to browse the internet
and print the materials. Her family did not have an internet
connection nor a printer, therefore, the little girl's mother
would bring her to an internet café by her motorbike, while
also bringing the youngest daughter. They would accompany
her there until the little girl finished her assignments. While
the little girl was working on her assignment inside the
internet café, her mother and her sister were always waiting
patiently outside and shivering in cold, until the little girl
finished her assignment around midnight. Little did the little
girl know about her mother’s and sister’s sacrifice for the
little girl.

After the little girl graduated from senior high school, she
got accepted in one of the best university in her country.
All of her family celebrated that event, yet, her father was

concerned about the tuition fee and the living cost of his
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daughter to settle in another city. Her father, then, borrowed
some money from his relatives to send his daughter to
university. He also bought her a new pair of shoes as a gift,
while he always bought himself secondhand shoes. And to
send the little girl's living cost, he would stay at work until
late night to get additional income. Little did the little girl
know about her father’s sacrifice for the little girl.

The little girl's older brother was not really close to her. He
got compared a lot with his sister who jumped class twice.
The little girl did not realize that it was such a difficult
situation for her brother. Yet, her brother never complained
and was always being proud of her sister’s achievement.
There was this one time the little girl got a funding to do
a conference abroad in Brisbane. Her brother, being so
proud of her sister, collected some money from his small
clothing business, which at that time did not even have any
employee, to buy the little girl a pretty red coat. She received
it happily, not knowing that it was only one small sacrifice
his brother made for her.

After several years, her mother told the little girl about
her brother’s sacrifice. Both the little girl and her brother
attended the same English course when they were kids. But

the little girl was the only one to continue studying English



for 4 years, as her brother said that it would be better to use
his course fee for the little girl. The little girl cried when she
heard that.

Epilogue

This scholarship has resided in a very special part of my
heart, as it triggers me to explore myself more, to change to
a more positive soul, and to be able to realize my family’s
sacrifice. As an introverted little girl who only loved to read
books, now the little girl is changed to be a more open
person, to have more compassion to the other people, and
to be a more supportive daughter and sister for her family.

The little girl does her best to spare some money from the
scholarship for her parents’ hospital fee, for her little sister
to buy some undergraduate textbooks, and for her brother to
expand his small business. Just like a normal girl in 20s, she
also wants to spend her savings to buy herself a new phone
or to travel to some places far away and enjoying life, but
her ultimate enjoyment is to see her family lives sufficiently
and being happy.

And that would be enough for her.
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Ps. I experienced the snow, and it was indeed so pretty o I
will not forget the excitement of me and my friends when we

saw the first ever falling snow in our lives.
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